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excuse for so much inaccurate and slipshod pseudo-science, it is still so 
clearly and simply put, with so much of “human interest,” that the layity 
will find it both absorbing and inspiring, even if the part which deals with 
“dualistic spiritualism” and such matters proves beyond those uninterested 
in philosophy as such. 

On the one hand, the public will find that they are free to recognize 
and utilize the power of mental representations in the treament of disease 
without having recourse to the hypnotism which is to some a word of 
terror, or without abandoning their personal independence of intellect. In 
fact, the old assertion that “man is man, and master of his fate” never 
had a more sane and cheerful exposition than the one given here. 

On the other hand, those members of the medical profession who have 
distrusted all “psychotherapy” as associated with more or less hysterical 
superstitions which it was their duty to combat will find the matter here 
treated in a true scientific spirit, and should gladly welcome the addition to 
their armamentarium. 

To give any summary of the contents of the book would be quite 
impossible within the limits of a brief review, and if some idea can be 
conveyed of its tone and impression, the reader will certainly wish to look 
further for himself. Goodale. 

A System of Physiologic Therapeutics. Edited by Solomon Solis 
Cohen, A.M., M.D. 

Volume X.— Pneumotheray, including Aerot'herapy and Inhalation Methods 
and Therapy, by Dr. Paul Louis Tissier. 

Volum XI.— Serum Therapy, by Joseph McFarland. M. D.; Organotherapy, 
by Oliver T. Osborne, M.A., M.D.; Radium, Thorium and Radio- 
Activity, by Samuel G. Tracy, B. Sc., M.D.; Counter-Irritation, Ex¬ 
ternal Applications, Bloodletting, by Frederick A. Packard, M.D.; 
An Outline of the Principles of Therapeutics 'with Especial Reference 
to Physiologic Therapeutics, by the Editor: with addendum on X- 
Ray Therapy and an Index-Digest of the complete system of eleven 
volumes. Illustrated. Philadelphia, P. Blakiston’s Son and Co. 

These two volumes, completing the system of Physiologic Thera¬ 
peutics, are on a par with their predecessors, which we have successively 
reviewed. In Volume X Aerotherapy and Inhalation Methods are pre¬ 
sented from the Parisian point of view, Paris being the center of modern 
study in pneumotherapy. The effects and uses of compressed and rarified 
airs, differential pressure, respiratory gymnastics, etc., and of the inhalation 
of gases: oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, formaldehyde, etc., with the 
necessary apparatus are described in great detail, the text being accom¬ 
panied with numerous illustrations and diagrams. The Caisson Disease 
gives a minute study of certain effects of compresesd air, and balloon 
ascensions and mountain-climbing, illustrate rarefaction; and in describing 
the apparatus for bringing about such conditions at will, the author notes 
their effects on blood-pressure, gases in the blood, air in the lungs, diges¬ 
tion, intestinal distension, etc. Most of this apparatus is complex and suit¬ 
able for instalment only in the largest esablishments. In the section on 
Inhalation we get some very useful information for use in practice through 
a discussion of the drugs available for vapor or spray. 

Volume XI, the index-xolume, completes the series, and, for its con¬ 
sideration of treatment by serums, animal extracts, radium and X-rays, 
subjects not yet adequately handled in text-books, is most welcome. One 
may read here of the newer immunity hypotheses, of tuberculins, of anti¬ 
toxins, of antityphoid and antitetanic serums, of thyroid, of adrenalin, of 
ovarian extract. The therapeutic data seem to be thoroughly up-to-date, 
and the author shows a commendable conservativeness in dealing with 
these newer remedies. Not the least important part of the book is an 
extended chapter by the editor, Dr. Cohen, entitled “An Outline of the 
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Principles of Therapeutics with Especial Reference to Physiological The¬ 
rapeutics.” The therapeutic index to the eleven volumes, occupying one 
hundred and twenty-five pages, is comprehensive, and would seem to have 
been prepared with great care. The editor of this system is to be con¬ 
gratulated on his successful presentation to the profession of the subject 
of physiologic therapeutics. Bastedo. 

Species and Varieties; Their Origin by Mutation. Hugo De Vries, 
Professor of Botany in the University of Amsterdam. Edited by 
D. T. MacDougal. Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago. 

The problems of evolution have always attracted the minds of scien¬ 
tific men, no matter in what line of inquiry they may have interested them¬ 
selves. Botanists and zoologists, working either in systematic fields or with 
more limited biological problems, have always felt a certain sense of fasci¬ 
nation in this line of research. 

It need hardly be recalled that hypotheses of lcng time evolution have 
held sway up to within the last thirty or forty years, and that even at 
the present time there are many who believe that the genealogical tree of 
a species runs back thousands of years into the dim past. The recent 
evidence, however, not only coming from so able a botanist as De Vries, 
who for twenty years has been pursuing the solution of the problems of 
evolution, but from all sides, is tending to show that new species may 
originate by sudden leaps, or, as De Vries and others have termed it, 
by mutation, and that from the seed of any one plant several such muta¬ 
tions and true species may arise. 

The present volume deals with the detailed discussion of the evidence 
that De Vries has gathered bearing on this point, and presents his latest 
contribution to the subject of evolution, no less important than the epoch- 
making work of Darwin. The facts and details which furnish the basis 
for his mutation hypothesis are here presented in a readable and systematic 
manner. Historical data, problems of heredity and descent are included in 
these twenty-five chapters. We can most cordially recommend to our 
readers, particularly those who have memories of their botanical studies 
still in mind, this interesting series of lectures. Jelliffe. 

A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children for Physicians and 
Students. By B. Sachs, M.D., Alienist and Neurologist to Bellevue 
Hospital, and Neurologist to the Mt. Sinai Hospital, etc. Second 
edition, revised. William Wood and Company, New York. 

The fact that Dr. Sachs’ book is asked for in a second edition after 
but three years shows two things: First, how commendably widespread is 
the interest in children’s diseases, and how much it is appreciated that in 
every department they are quite distinct from the diseases of adults; and, 
secondly, how well Dr. Sachs’ work has been done, making it of very 
great value for those who are interested in the subject. The fact that it 
has been translated into German and Italian, and that a French edition is 
in preparation, shows how much the work has been appreciated. With 
very few exceptions there is in recent years no work of American Medical 
Literature that has attracted more widespread attention than this. Dr. 
Sachs has done well in reducing the size of the book by omitting the 
chapters on anatomy and physiology which are to be found in all the 
ordinary text-books on nervous diseases. As it is now, the book deserves 
high commendation for its orderliness, its completeness of details, its sug¬ 
gestiveness in matters of treatment, its helpfulness in diagnosis, and the 
very clear method of presentation which characterizes it. The author’s 
revision for this second edition has added much new material and has 
brought the work thoroughly up to date. There is nothing with regard 
to the nervous affections of children which seems to be lacking in it, and 



